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the same slanderous person and gave him a blow; hereupon
he* said husband, no other offence in respect of their religion
there committed, was secretly accused to the Inqidsidom of the
Holy House, and so committed to most vile prison, and there
hath remained there now three whole years in miserable state
with cruel torments.' Then Dame Dorothy went on to de-
mand that * the friends of Her Majesty's subjects so imprisoned
and tormented in Spain may take out ships at their proper
charges, take such Inquisitors or other Papistical subjects
of the King of Spain as they can by sea or land, and retain
them in prison with such torments and diet as Her Majesty's
subjects be kept with in Spain, and on complaint made by the
King to give such answer as is now made when Her Majesty
sues for subjects imprisoned by the Inquisition, or that a com-
mission be granted to the Archbishop of Canterbury and other
Bishops word for word for foreign Papists, as the Inquisitors
have in Spain for the Protestants, So that all may know that
Her Majesty cannot and will not longer endure the spoils and
torments of her subjects, and the Spaniards shall not think
this noble realm dares not seek revenge of such importable
wrongs.'

Elizabeth, although in entire sympathy with her outraged
subjects, did not feel herself in a strong enough position to give
1 tit for tat' to Spain, as Dame Seetey suggested, She had no
navy, and the Catholic party in her own country, with their
plots and intrigues, was a source of serious danger. Spain was
too powerful for open defiance* On the other hand, if her
-private subjects cared to risk their lives and ships in revenge of
private wrongs,, she was quite ready to turn a blind eye to any
such action, especially if they gave her some share of any
plunder they might obtain.

. With or without her consent there were men in England

. prepared to 5 seek revenge of such importable wrongs.1   The

fProtftstantg^itlemen of England, inspired by their hatred of

QfctloKc Spain, were eager enough to fight, scuttle, or capture

aay Sjsfoish s&gibit ventured near the English coast without